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Dropping Back In

The people and programs featured in Dropping Back
In can create interest as well as inspire action in your
community around the issue of helping adults without
high school diplomas succeed in school and the
series and provides lists of related video segments
along with possible discussion starters.
You can screen the full half-hour programs—each
depending on your audience or type of event. Videos
are accessible online at www.droppingbackin.org.
DVDs of the programs are also available. Contact us
at droppingbackin@ket.org for information on how to
get DVDs.
Use this guide to facilitate panel discussions at
screening events or to spark conversations in more

This guide includes background information and
suggestions for discussion questions around the series’
programs:
NEW! Premiering in August 2015:

English and Spanish versions

And the following topics:
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Screening Events
that would include a full program or longer segment

provide some background information on the topic
and select a video segment based on the amount of
time you are given.
Potential audiences include:

raised in the video. You will need a moderator for the
panel discussion. Be sure to allow time for a questionand-answer period.
If you plan to invite professionals

-

event at the end of a weekday—this audience would
-

clubs

general audience

munity organizations to help you promote and host
the event.
screening events in the Community Engagement Toolkit at droppingbackin.org.

Online Discussions
Choose a video segment to start a conversation on
the video or link to the video online. Choose different

Guest Speaker Presentations

the topic.

meetings of various organizations in your community.
Choose the topic with your audience in mind. Since

You also can use social media to promote a broadcast or screening of Dropping Back In and start a
discussion thread. Pick a hash tag to track the conversation.
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Economic Impact
Background

Recommended Segments

Nearly 40 million adults in America lack a high school
students drop out of high school. People without a
high school diploma or equivalency are twice as likely
to be unemployed. They are more likely to abuse
live in poverty; an estimated three out of four prison
inmates are high school dropouts.
estimates that each dropout’s lifetime cost to society

Discussion Starters

revenues and higher cash and in-kind costs for welfare

Discuss the difference between “achievement gap”
and “opportunity gap.”

America cannot afford now and must address for the
future.

What job opportunities are available in your
community for adults without a high school diploma or
equivalency?
person is a “lost cause”?

been?
measure what someone could have been had they
lived up to their potential?”

Dropping Back In
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Background
to 24 who are “neither enrolled in school nor
participating in the labor market.”
The long-term economic prospects of this
population is unlikely to improve and most likely

Solutions.

make the transition to a productive life. Without
be un- or under-employed and suffer the other
negative economic and personal consequences
that occur because they dropped out of school
and failed to transition successfully to adulthood.
continue throughout their lives.

percent of those with a bachelor’s degree or
those with a bachelor’s or higher degree earned

Discussion Starters
Are you surprised to learn that some students are
“encouraged” to leave school before graduation? Is
these students be dealt with?

Recommended Segments

Do you think that the structure of large public schools
contributes to student failure? Why or why not? What
role do alternative schools play in your community?
What can be done to support young women who
become pregnant to enable them to remain in school
and continue their educations beyond high school?
mothers who have already dropped out?
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Background

Recommended Segments

Poverty in America is increasing more rapidly now
than at any other time in history.
U.S. income inequality has been increasing steadily

of recovery.
Income and education inequality usually starts in the

Discussion Starters
There are many studies about the relationship

during a child’s formative early years. Poor children
live in low-income neighborhoods that keep them
disconnected from opportunities.

in school or is low attainment in school a cause of
poverty?
Why does the notion of “The American Dream” survive
despite overwhelming evidence to the contrary?
children born poor to rise above their circumstances?

pull themselves up by
their bootstraps?’. A lot
of people don’t have
A recent New York Times
education is no longer
a path to upward social
seems to be fortifying class
barriers. While achievement
gaps between black and
the gaps between highand low-income groups are
and math achievement
are actually decreasing.
But reading and math
gaps between high- and
low-income students
have grown more than 40
percent.
Dropping Back In
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Background
we are from what we really need to be talking
about with poverty. We talk about work or training
But I don’t see how we can help the children without
trying to help their parents as well. We have to have
a serious national discussion about helping families
together.”
New York Times

more likely to have become single mothers as their

than 10 percent of the black men in the study were

parents hold the same hopes and dreams for their

uses a multi-generational approach to improve the
educational attainment of both parents and their
children.

Recommended Segments

percentage of these young women were poor and
dependent on government assistance.

Discussion Starters
poverty-stricken areas of Baltimore.

Tricia Amos broke a generational cycle of underand continued on to post-secondary study. Think of

the employment and education prospects of their
become their economic inheritance.”

black girls from low-income homes had given birth to
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people from completing their educations or returning
to school in your community and what can be done
to overcome them.
Brainstorm ways to break the generational cycle of
under-education and poverty among families in your
community. What can individuals do? Civic groups?

Background

Recommended Segments

many cannot succeed without the support from
caring individuals.
complicate the pursuit of more education. There

There are emotional barriers as well. Throughout
had learning disabilities that were undiagnosed
fear returning to an educational system that failed

Discussion Starters
succeeded in getting their lives back on track is that
there were people along the way who provided the

families and friends. And many more lack important
organizational skills.

encouragement.
What are some ways individuals and groups in your
community can provide this much-needed support?

between myself and some of my friends that ended
up dead or in prison is that I was fortunate to run into
programs and people that cared.”

Who are or can become “encouragers” in your
community to those without a high school diploma?
Dropping Back In

9

Background

Recommended Segments

Today’s economy demands more than a high school
diploma or equivalency in order to support a middleclass lifestyle.

-

projected to have a shortage of 5 million workers with
openings by that time.
-

Discussion Starters
Do you agree with economists and academics like

and that the American education system should
“face that fact.”

educational goals lead to a four-year college degree
and that jobs that don’t require one have value?
pare students for alternatives to a four-year diploma?

means that we fail to prepare the way for young
people who need options other than a four-year college degree… Every job has meaning.”

-

Are there risks in moving students into academic or
are available in our economy.”
lege degree. And most of them have jobs.”

10

Dropping Back In

racial or economic bias in doing this?
-

Programs
Second Chances
(available in August 2015)

This program introduces the scope and huge personal
and societal costs of adults not having a high school

laborers.
California in Santa Barbara and a former dropout and
skilled workers available.

that it can take a lifetime for us to just have that turning point to transform our lives.”

This new program in the series looks at successful
apprentice and training-based programs preparing
under-educated and unemployed people for available jobs by teaching valuable skills.

path from dropping out to realizing college and career success is not a straight one.

Two of the featured programs work primarily with

-

-

training program in sewing manufacturing that began
when a local company discovered a hugely successworkers. Their dilemma led to a partnership with a
local technical college to develop a course and train
people in need of
marketable skills.

Tashira Valez got pregnant halfway through her

-

drop out.

to educating its students. She graduated in 2014 as an
honor student with perfect attendance.
Albizu Campos that successfully bring young people
back to school and guiding them on the path to college and career success.
national program combining academics with mentoring and construction career training for young people

to do hands-on work building low-income housing.

Dropping Back In
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The challenges faced by many dropouts go far be-

-

notes that being poor is time-consuming — waiting
complicated lives is a key to success for many adult
education programs.
-

Today’s economy demands more than a high school
diploma or equivalency in order to support a middleclass lifestyle. Yet there are two million jobs that are
able skilled workers; only about half of all entering

readiness requires new thinking about high school
equivalency and post-secondary education. As a
changing.

failed before.
The educational programs featured in “Complicated
back on track because they understand and support
program. She overcame personal tragedies and a
generation of under-education with the help of the

This program looks at institutions that provide nontraditional ways to support student success in post-secondwithout quitting to focusing on career guidance and
hands-on learning.

a one-semester program that assists underprepared

children.

based in one of the city’s poorest neighborhoods.
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an award-winning institution that collaborates with
local business and industry to focus on educating students so they get jobs upon graduation.

*All the video is accessible at www.droppingbackin.org and on DVD. For more information on getting
DVD copies, contact droppingbackin@ket.org.

Academy of Hope

Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos High School

A Chicago alternative school uses a cultural and
community focus to help young dropouts return to

Facts About America’s Dropout Crisis
Dropped Out or Pushed Out?

This short and powerful video uses graphs and
other strong visuals to report on the dropout crisis in

education system that doesn’t always work in the best

Interview with Dr. Ronald Ferguson

Dropping Back In Preview (short)

current and future costs in America of having an
undereducated population; he argues the need for
career guidance for secondary students that includes

Dropping Back In Preview (long)
Interview with Dr. Victor Rios
Dropping Back In Screening Event
Louisville, Kentucky

professor of sociology at the University of California
at Santa Barbara and author of Punished: Policing
the Lives of Black and Latino Boys
his research in juvenile justice and the policing of

discussion following the screening of Dropping Back

dropout prevention and re-engagement.

Dropping Back In
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Interview with Judge Greg Mathis
former dropout was a district court judge in Detroit

Lake Area Technical Institute

and master degrees and a national award-winning
teacher. She’s currently a special education teacher

is an award-winning school focused on educating
students so they can get a job upon graduation.

Ebony only attended school to the second grade —

school he attended. Through the support of his mother

YouthBuild Louisville
Tricia faced a dysfunctional and abusive family
situation before dropping out. She was raped and
Enemy Swim Day School. This program serves both
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with mentoring and construction career training for

Testing Service

don’t do better than rich kids who do everything

high school: joblessness and jailing for high school

National Community Engagement Coordinator
droppingbackin@ket.org
Visit the Dropping Back In website:
www.droppingbackin.org
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engage in learning after dropping out of
caring people in order to successfully
complete an adult education course and
earn a high school equivalency diploma.
Everyone needs a champion. You can be
that champion.

someone a second chance.

No high school diploma? Don’t let that
stop you for reaching your dreams!

www.droppingbackin.org

